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The new Seller’s Disclosure About Groundwater and Surface Water Rights (TREC 61-0) is designed

to help buyers understand water-related features and rights associated with a property. Completing the form may
require sellers to research wells, groundwater districts, and surface water rights connected to the property.

Section 1: Understand the Water Rights Definitions HELPFUL RESOURCES

Before answering the questions on the disclosure, take time to review the form's definitions.

Surface Water For disclosure purposes, surface water refers to water found in: FOR PROPERTY RESEARCH
8 Lakes O Rivers dCreeks & Arms of the Gulf Before completing the disclosure, sellers
4Bays  dEstuaries & Streams may find the following online tools helpful:
Surface Water Rights

Surface water rights are specific legal rights issued through a permit, certified filing, or certificate
administered by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). Simply having a pond or other

Groundwater Conservation District Locator
TX Alliance of Groundwater Districts

water feature on your land does not automatically mean you own a regulated surface water right. texasgroundwater.org/resources/gcd-index
Section2(A): Determine Whether the Property Is Located Groundwater Well Information
in a Groundwater Conservation District TX Water Development Board Groundwater Data Viewer

www3.twdb.texas.gov/apps/WaterDatalnteractive/

Some properties are located within groundwater conservation districts, while others are not.
GroundWaterDataViewer

To find out:

(1 Visit the Texas Alliance of Groundwater Districts map. texasgroundwater.org/resources/gcd-index . .
 Enterthe property’s address. Surface Water Rights Information

3 Review the map results. TX Commission on Environ. Quality (TCEQ) Water Rights Viewer
(4 Ifthe property falls within a district, note the district name. tceq.texas.gov/gis/water-rights-viewer

& Visit the district’s website for additional information and requirements.
The district’s website may also provide resources related to wells, permits, and registration requirements.

Sections 2(B-F): Gather Information About Water Wells

If the property has a well, you'll need to provide information about it on the disclosure.
Research Options

.................................................................

Check: ~ Your local Groundwater Conservation District website, as shown in Section 2(A).
~~ The Texas Water Development Board’s Groundwater Data Viewer.
www3.twdb.texas.gov/apps/WaterDatalnteractive/GroundWaterDataViewer
~Existing well records maintained by the property owner.
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Sections 2(B-F): Gather Information About Water Wells Continued

What to Look For
& Well registration information & Permit numbers & Well status
& Ownership records & Well location

Keep in mind that older or unregistered wells may not appear in online databases.
If information cannot be located online, contacting the local groundwater district may be helpful.

Groundwater Rights
The disclosure also asks about groundwater rights that may have been:

#Sold  oleased  Reserved #Severed from the property

Recorded deeds and title documents may provide information regarding these rights.
Sellers who are uncertain about ownership or transfer of water rights should consult a qualified attorney.

Section 3: Research Surface Water and Surface Water Rights

Part A: Surface Water Rights
The disclosure asks whether the property includes surface water rights.
To Research Surface Water Rights
(1 Open the TCEQ Water Rights Viewer.
www.tceq.texas.gov/gis/water-rights-viewer
(2 Search using the property address.
3 Review any permits or water-right entries shown on the map.
(@ Open any associated records.
(& Verify ownership and right information.
If a permit, certified filing, or certificate is associated with the property,
the related documentation may provide details needed for the disclosure.

Part B: Identify Ponds, Lakes, and Water Storage Features
The form also asks whether the property contains:

oPonds & Lakes & Watertanks

When completing this section:
@ Include features located on the property itself.
@ Consider both natural and man-made water features.
@ Include existing water features regardless of when they were constructed.
Only water features located within the property’s boundaries should be reported.

Seller Tips for Completing the Disclosure

v Review all questions carefully.

v’ Gather available well and water-right records before starting.

v Verify information through available public resources whenever possible.

v Avoid leaving required sections incomplete.

v When in doubt regarding ownership, legal rights, or recorded documents, seek legal advice.

Remember, the goal of the disclosure is to provide buyers with accurate information about groundwater and
surface water rights that may affect the property.

REALTOR® Resource Note
While real estate professionals can help sellers locate public information and available resources,
legal interpretation of water rights and district reqgulations should be directed to an attorney or appropriate water authority.

Information gathered by https://texasfarmcredit.com/resources/quide-for-completing-water-notice
Content by Dr. Charles Porter of St. Edward’s University and Dr. Blake Bennett of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
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